


A Partnership Effort on Behalf of 
the Wood - Pawcatuck Watershed 

  

Tom Tetzner 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout this presentation we have photos of the seven rivers we are working towards becoming part of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System



The Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Study Committee 

Consists of appointees from twelve watershed 
towns, state and federal agencies, and       

non-profit stakeholders 

Denise Poyer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Study Committee was formed to work with NPS on designation.



Our Partner Towns 
* CHARLESTOWN 
* EXETER 
* HOPKINTON 
* NORTH KINGSTOWN 
* RICHMOND 
* SOUTH KINGSTOWN 

* NORTH STONINGTON 
* STERLING 
* STONINGTON  
* VOLUNTOWN 
* WEST GREENWICH 
* WESTERLY  
 



Our Partner Agencies 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association, National Parks Service, Save The Bay, The Nature Conservancy, RI Department of Environmental Management, CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection



What  
is a   

Wild and  
Scenic 
River? 

Falls River by Susan Shaw 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do a brainstorm activity 



…certain selected rivers of the Nation 
which possess outstandingly remarkable 
scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and 
wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar 
values, shall be preserved and protected 
for the benefit and enjoyment of present 
and future generations…..  
 

1968 

From the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act 

Denise Poyer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This quote from the original Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 gives this definition



National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System 

 209 Wild & Scenic Rivers 
     (less than 0.5% of Nation’s rivers) 
 
 8 in New England:  

 Two in CT, none in RI 



 
 Beaver River 

 

 Chipuxet River 
 

 Queen River 
 

 Pawcatuck River 
 

 Wood River 
 

 Green Fall River 
 

 Shunock River 
 

Rivers Under Study 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed is 300 square miles, about 25% of the land mass of RI.  It includes parts or all of 12 towns in two states.  Seven of the rivers in the watershed are under study



The Wild & Scenic Rivers 
 Study Committee  

is Answering Two Questions: 
 
 What is special about the Rivers?   
Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs) 

 
 How will we protect “what’s special” 
about the rivers for future generations?  
Stewardship Plan 



Wood River in Winter, Richmond & Hopkinton, RI 

Denise Poyer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity – what do you think is special about the rivers in the watershed?



Special Features of the 
Watershed 

 Geology/Hydrology 
 

 Outstanding Ecosystem 
 

  Exemplary Cultural Resources 
 

  Remarkable Recreation and Scenery  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Study Committee identified 4 special features of the watershed



 
 
 Charlestown Moraine 

Geology/Hydrology 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Charlestown Moraine, which was left behind by the glacial retreat about 16,000 years ago, blocked the north to south flow of the rivers.  Instead, the Pawcatuck River had to find a way to flow towards the west before it was able to connect to the ocean from Little Narragansett Bay and the Long Island Sound.



Worden Pond, South Kingstown, RI 

Stephanie Parker 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Charlestown Moraine also created Worden Pond, the largest natural freshwater lake in the region.
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Great Swamp, Pawcatuck 
River, South Kingstown, RI 

Phantom Bog,  Pawcatuck 
River, Charlestown, RI 

Judy Benson 

Rick Enser 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The moraine also acted as a dam, backing up water into low lying areas and creating large freshwater wetlands, such as the Great Swamp in South Kingstown and Phantom Bog in Charlestown.



16 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Glacial retreat also created aquifers along the river corridors.  An aquifer is an underground area of sand or gravel that holds a great deal of groundwater.  This water is usually easily accessible through wells.  The EPA has designated this watershed as a sole source aquifer.  100% of the population in the watershed get their drinking water through wells.  Several of the towns have wells that access an aquifer.



Green Fall River and Gorge, Voluntown, CT 

Denise Poyer 

Roger Barthelet 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A rare geologic feature in this region is the Green Falls Gorge in Voluntown CT. The Green Fall River may be following an inactive fault that is associated with the early formation of the Atlantic Ocean.



Outstanding Ecosystems 

Excellent Water Quality 
 
High Biodiversity 

 
70% of rare, endangered, 

or state species of concern 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Charlestown Moraine created many low flat areas behind it that became extensive wetlands along the rivers’ corridor.  



Shunock River Preserve, North Stonington, CT 

Peter Marteka 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These wetlands provide excellent habitat for plants and wildlife.
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Margaritifera margaritifera, Pearl Mussel 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An example of a species of concern is the Pearl Mussel, a fresh water mussel.  They are only found in the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed in this region and their numbers seem to be declining.



Dragonfly in Richmond, RI 

Saul Saila 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dragonflies and damselflies, collectively known as “Odonata” can be indicators of good water quality.  The Wood and Queen River contain the highest number of species of Odonata of any rivers in New England.



Painted turtles, Wood River, Exeter, RI 

Tom Tetzner 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even common species, such as the painted turtle, are found in high abundance in the Watershed.



Great Blue Heron on the Wood River 

Elise Torello 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The rivers provide habitat for over 100 species of birds.



Historic Features 

Native American archeological sites 
 
Numerous mills, dams, and mill 

villages throughout the watershed 
 
Ship building in the Pawcatuck 

Estuary 
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Shannock Falls Monument, Pawcatuck River, Richmond, RI 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As an example, this historic marker at Shannock Falls commemorates a battle fought by the Narragansett and the Pequot Indians over fishing rights on the Pawcatuck River.



Shunock River near center of North Stonington Village, CT 

Dick Seager 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many of the towns in the watershed started as small mill villages along the river.



 Recreation/Scenery 
Paddling 

 

Hunting/fishing/trapping 
 

Birding 
 

Hiking 
 

Education  
 
 



Burdickville Dam, Pawcatuck River, Charlestown, RI 

Denise Poyer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 57 miles on the Wood and Pawcatuck Rivers for canoeing and kayaking.



Opening Day of Trout Fishing Season, Hope Valley, RI 

Bill McCusker 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Trout fishing is extremely popular on all the rivers.



Exploring the Wood River, Richmond, RI 

Denise Poyer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many of the rivers are have excellent areas for exploring and learning about nature.



Wood River in fall, Exeter, RI 
31 

Elise Torello 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The scenery along the rivers is always beautiful, but especially in the fall.



Bridge between Westerly, RI & Stonington, CT 

Dan Hyland 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The urbanized area of Westerly and Stonington is greatly enhanced by the Pawcatuck River.



Benefits of W&S Designation 
1. Stewardship or Advisory Committee 
A coalition of town, state, and non-profits 

will implement Stewardship Plan 
2. Opens up funds from NPS and other federal 

sources 
Stewardship projects 
River conservation 
Outreach and education 

 3. Allows oversight of federal projects by NPS 
 4. Potential economic benefit to towns 
Tourism and recreation 

 



Timeline for Process 
Throughout 2016/2017 
Study Committee and NPS developed a 

report verifying conditions exists to 
recommend designation. 

The Wild and Scenic Study Committee is 
developing the Stewardship Plan. 
 

2018 (50th Anniversary of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act) 
 In the spring each Town will be asked to 

pass a resolution supporting designation 
and adopting the Stewardship Plan. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year and this year the Study Committee has been working with the NPS to:In spring of 2018 we will be going to each to town to ask them to:



Designation  

October 2018 
 Once we have town and state 
support the Study Committee will ask 
RI  & CT Delegates to submit another 
bill to Congress. 

 
 The bill will amend the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act to include the 
Beaver, Chipuxet, Queen, Pawcatuck, 
Wood, Shunock and Green Fall Rivers. 



 Send letters of support letting your 
Congressman and Local Town Officials know 
that you support Wild and Scenic Rivers 
designation. 
 Visit the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic 
Rivers website http://WPWildRivers.org. 

36 

Denise Poyer 

What Can You Do? 



www.WPWildRivers.org 

Dan Hyland 
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