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North Stonington
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CT DEEP
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March 13, 2018

Sean Henry, Chairperson
Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee
C/O Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203 Arcadia Road
Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Mr. Henry:

I am writing on behalf of the Appalachian Mountain Club to confirm our organization’s support 
of the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee and their recommendation to 
seek National Wild and Scenic Designation for seven rivers in the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed.  
We also support the development of the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Stewardship 
Plan to protect the values of the rivers. This position was taken by a formal vote of the Board of 
Directors on behalf of our over 2,700 members at our meeting on March 13, 2018.  Enclosed is a 
copy of the motion from that meeting.

Over many decades, our chapter has led hikes, paddles, bike rides and held conservation 
activities in the Wood/Pawcatuck watershed.  The chapter maintains many miles of hiking trails 
and bridges in the study area, has re-built the picnic pavilion near in the upper wood basin,  The 
chapter was instrumental in constructing a hiker bridge over the Wood River near route 165.  

Granting this Wild and Scenic designation would ensure that not only our members, but others 
with myriad interests and appreciation for the watershed could continue their activities knowing 
the Wood/Pawcatuck was permanently protected.

Sincerely,

Linda M. Pease 
Linda M. Pease
Conservation Chair and Paddling Sub Chair
Appalachian Mountain Club - Narragansett Chapter (RI Chapter)
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Hopkinton Conservation Commission
1 Town Hall Road

Hopkinton, Rhode Island 02833

December 15, 2017

Hopkinton Town Council
1 Town House Road
Hopkinton, RI 02833

Re:  Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Support

Dear President Landolfi and Town Council Members:

At our November meeting, the Hopkinton Conservation Commission viewed a presentation 
given by Maureen Kennelly of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee.  This Study 
includes rivers in the Wood/Pawcatuck watershed and encompasses 14 cities and town in both 
Connecticut and Rhode Island. 

The Conservation Commission voted to support this effort to recognize the special qualities of 
our rivers and we encourage the Hopkinton Town Council to do so as well. 

Very truly yours,

Deborah O’Leary
Secretary
Hopkinton Conservation Commission

Cc: Denise Poyer, WPWA
       Maureen Kennelly
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PO Box 1132, Hope Valley, RI 02832 

 

4 June 2018 

 

To: Hopkinton Town Council 

Re: National Wild & Scenic Rivers Designation 

We, the Friends of the Hopkinton Land Trust, are fully aware and are in complete support of the 
National Wild & Scenic Rivers Designation.  We are so fortunate to live near these beautiful rivers and 
we are grateful for the efforts of all of the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee!   

Best wishes for continues success. If we can be of further support, please get in touch with us.  

 

Christine Anderson 

Friends of the Hopkinton Land Trust 

friendsofthehopkintonlandtrust@gmail.com 
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http://narragansett.tu.org

Narragansett Chapter of Trout Unlimited (TU225)

203 Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, Rhode Island 02832

July 19, 2018

Sean Henry, Chairperson
Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee
c/o Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203 Arcadia Road
Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Mr. Henry,

Thank you for the Herculean effort you and your team of volunteers have put 
into this study.  All of us at The Narragansett Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
(TU225) truly apricate the need to protect this very precious resource.

I am writing on behalf of our organization to confirm our support of the 
Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee and their
recommendation to seek National Wild and Scenic Designation for seven 
rivers in the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed.  

We also endorse the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Stewardship 
Plan to protect the values of the rivers. The Stewardship Plan agrees with our 
chapters Vision; To ensure that the habitats for cold-water and estuary fish 
thrive in Rhode Island for future generations, and Mission; To conserve, 
protect, restore, and sustain the cold-water fisheries and their watersheds in 
Rhode Island through collaborative, educational, and environmental 
activities.

This position was taken by a formal vote by the Board of Directors Meeting 
on July 18, 2018

Very truly yours, 

Glenn E. Glenn Place
Glenn Place

President
Narragansett Chapter TU225
1-401-225-7712

“HE LEARNED, BECAME OLDER, WISER AND, YES, BIGGER. HE 
BECAME A BETTER FISH, AND TO CATCH HIM, I WOULD HAVE 
TO BECOME A BETTER MAN.” (Louis Cahill)

Practice conservation for the fish because they cannot do it for themselves!!

Officers

Glenn Place
President

Ron Marafioti
Vice President

E. Richard Diamond
Secretary

James Less
Treasurer

Directors

Richard Benson
Lawson Cary III
Eugene Bates
Roger Lima
Ron Wilson

Conservation Chair

Al Ball

Grant Committee Chairs

Emma Lundberg
Jon Vander Werff

Habitat Assessment 
Group

Al Ball
Richard Benson
Ron Marafioti
James Less

Veteran Services 

Ron Marafioti
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                         Town of Richmond, Rhode Island 
5 Richmond Townhouse Road, Wyoming, RI 02898 

                                                       (401) 539-9000 x9   Fax:  (401) 539-1089 
www.richmondri.com

                                June 20, 2018 

Sean Henry, Chairperson 
Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee 
c/o Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association 
203 Arcadia Road 
Hope Valley, RI 02832 

Dear Mr. Henry: 

I am writing on behalf of the Richmond Conservation Commission (RCC) to confirm that the RCC has 
received and reviewed the final Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Plan, dated June 2018, and 
the RCC supports the Study Committee’s recommendation to seek National Wild and Scenic Designation for 
seven rivers in the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed. The RCC endorses the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Stewardship Plan as an important means to help protect these rivers including those within the Town 
of Richmond and in eleven other towns in Rhode Island and Connecticut. This position was taken by motion 
and formal vote of the RCC at its meeting on June 20, 2018. A copy of the RCC motion and vote outcome is 
available in the Town of Richmond meeting note records. 

Thank you for all the in-depth work that has completed for these efforts over the last several years.  The RCC 
greatly appreciates the Committee’s efforts and looks forward to our rivers being collectively designated as a 
federal Wild and Scenic River. 

Very truly yours,

James G. Turek 
Chairperson 
Richmond Conservation Commission 

cc: Sarah Rapose, Richmond Town Clerk 

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, the Town of Richmond is prohibited from discrimination
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  To file a complaint 
of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or
call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).”   

For those persons needing auxiliary aid please call 711 for assistance. 



Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Stewardship Plan Appendix B



Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Stewardship Plan Appendix B

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 THE BAY CENTER 
 100 Save The Bay Drive 
 Providence, RI 02905 
 phone: 401-272-3540 
 fax: 401-273-7153 
 
EXPLORATION CENTER 
 Easton’s Beach 
 P.O. Box 851 
 Newport, RI 02840 
 phone: 401-324-6020 
 fax: 401-324-6022 
 
 SOUTH  
 COAST CENTER 
 Riverside Building 
 8 Broad Street 
 Westerly, RI 02891 
 phone/fax: 401-315-2709 
 
 savebay@savebay.org 
 www.savebay.org 
 

September 24, 2018 
 
Denise Poyer, Study Coordinator 
Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Study Committee 
c/o Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association 
203 Arcadia Road, Hope Valley, RI 02832 
 
RE: Save The Bay support for the Partnership Wild and Scenic River Designation 
for the Wood-Pawcatuck River 
 
Dear Denise: 
  
As one of the largest non-profit, environmental groups in southern New England, 
Save The Bay represents the voices of thousands of environmentally-aware members 
and supporters committed to preserving, restoring, and protecting the ecological 
integrity and value of Narragansett Bay, coastal Rhode Island, and the entire 
watershed. On behalf of the organization, I am writing to express our overwhelming 
support of Wild and Scenic designation of the Wood-Pawcatuck Rivers. 
 
The seven river segments contained within the Wood-Pawcatuck watershed contain 
more rare and endangered species than anywhere else in the region. These amazing 
rivers offer exceptional recreational opportunities for paddlers, birders, and 
fisherman. In addition, they contain thousands of acres of wetlands providing critical 
habitat for a high diversity of fish, amphibians, reptiles, mammals and invertebrates.  
 
It is our hope that National Wild and Scenic designation will strengthen bi-state 
relationships and lead to greater efforts by local communities, state and Federal 
agencies, and environmental organizations to work together.  Providing long term 
protection of these river systems is the best way to protect the environmentally 
sensitive and diverse habitats that stretch from its headwaters to Little Narragansett 
Bay. 
 
It has been an honor and privilege to serve on the study committee and we look 
forward to working with the Wild and Scenic Stewardship Council as they 
implement the Wood Pawcatuck Stewardship Plan. We strongly recommend that 
Congress designate this ecologically significant region as a Wild and Scenic river 
system.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
David Prescott 
South County Coastkeeper® 
South Coast Center 
Westerly, RI 
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Town of South Kingstown, Rhode Island
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

180 High Street
Wakefield, RI 02879

Tel (401) 789-9331 x1244
Fax (401) 789-9792

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

June 6, 2018 

Honorable Town Council 
South Kingstown Town Hall 
180 High Street 
Wakefield, RI 02879

Dear Council Members:

I am writing on behalf of the Conservation Commission to confirm the Commission’s support of 
the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee and their recommendation to seek 
National Wild and Scenic Designation for seven rivers in the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed.  We 
also endorse the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Stewardship Plan to protect the values 
of the rivers. This position was taken by a formal vote of the Commission on June 6, 2018.   

Very truly yours, 

David Flanders, Chair 
Conservation Commission 
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TOWN OF SOUTH KINGSTOWN 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Robert C. Zarnetske, Town Manager 
FROM: Doug McLean, Senior Planner 
SUBJECT: 
DATE: 

Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Stewardship Plan 
June 19, 2018 

This memorandum is provided as background information on the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Stewardship Plan for Town Council consideration at its June 25, 2018 regular meeting.  The Stewardship 
Plan was developed by a Study Committee coordinated through the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed 
Association (WPWA) and is available for download here: http://wpwildrivers.org/study-committee/. 
Please see the attached letter from Sean Henry, Chairperson of the Study Committee, requesting that 
the Town Council pass a resolution to support the Wild and Scenic River designation and to 
endorse the Stewardship Plan.  

Denise Poyer, Project Coordinator for the WPWA, will attend the Town Council meeting on June 25th to 
provide a brief overview of the Stewardship Plan and answer any questions as it pertains to South 
Kingstown’s participation moving forward.  As part of the municipal evaluation process, the 
Conservation Commission reviewed the Stewardship Plan at its June 6, 2018 regular meeting and 
provided the attached letter of support for the Town Council’s consideration.  Planning Department staff 
also reviewed the Plan and finds that it is comprehensive, based on empirical analysis, and contains 
valuable information for potential implementation moving forward.  It should be noted that the Plan 
includes a series of action strategies as voluntary measures that individual towns, states, federal, or 
non-profit agencies may wish to institute on their own or in conjunction with the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Council.   

If the Town Council is comfortable proceeding in this regard, the following resolution is provided for its 
consideration: 

“BE IT RESOLVED, that the South Kingstown Town Council hereby supports the recommendation 
for designation of Seven Rivers of the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed – Beaver, Chipuxet, Green 
Fall-Ashaway, Pawcatuck, Queen-Usquepaugh, Shunock, and Wood Rivers – as a Partnership Wild 
and Scenic Rivers through an act of the United States Congress, with the understanding that 
designation would not involve National Park Service ownership or management of lands 

And 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the South Kingstown Town Council endorses the Wood-Pawcatuck 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Stewardship Plan developed by the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Study Committee.” 

Please advise if you have any questions on this memorandum or attachments. 

w/enclosures 
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June 12, 2018 
 
Sean Henry, Chairperson 
Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee 
c/o Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association 
203 Arcadia Road 
Hope Valley, RI 02832 
 
 
Dear Mr. Henry, 
 
I am writing to offer the full and unqualified support of The Nature Conservancy to this 
Committee for the recently completed stewardship plan and for your efforts to advance the 
Wood-Pawcatuck and their tributaries for designation as Wild and Scenic rivers under the 
National Park Service. 
 
This Committee’s work has been invaluable in making a solid case for the designation and 
building a strong constituency of people who know and love these rivers. 
 
This unique and extraordinary river system is the last of its kind in Rhode Island and warrants 
the highest level of protection and conservation possible while allowing for its use and 
enjoyment by all people. 
 
These rivers support some of the highest biodiversity in the region and serve as the foundation of 
local and regional identity, a thriving recreation and tourism economy, and they will be protected 
through these efforts for future generations. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this process. We look forward to continuing to 
work with you to secure this important designation. 
 
 
        

Sincerely, 
 
   

                                                                                      
       John Torgan 
       Rhode Island State Director 

 
 
 

The Nature Conservancy in Rhode Island 
159 Waterman Street  
Providence, RI 02906 

 
 

tel       [401]  331.7110 
fax      [401]  273.4902 
 
nature.org/rhodeisland 
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WESTERLY MUNICIPAL

LAND TRUST

06/07/18

Sean Henry, Chairperson
Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee
c/o Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203 Arcadia Road
Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Mr. Henry:

I am writing on behalf of the Westerly Municipal Land Trust to confirm the committee’s support of 
the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Study Committee and their recommendation to seek 
National Wild and Scenic Designation for seven rivers in the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed.  We 
also endorse the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Stewardship Plan to protect the values of 
the rivers. This position was taken via consensus of the committee at our meeting on Nov. 27th

2017.

Very truly yours, 

James J. Federico III, Chairperson
Westerly Municipal Land Trust
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